Theme 7 Lesson 6

Education abroad

Task: Read the text and fill in the blanks.

“Ten Reasons of Study Abroad”

 Living abroad will make you a different person and it will change you forever… in a good way!!! I lived abroad for more than 4 years now, in the US and China. It was and still is the biggest adventure of my life!

Check out now the 10 best reasons, why you should study abroad!

1. (     )
Learning or improving foreign language skills are the main reasons why many students go abroad. Certainly, being surrounded by a foreign language and using it on a daily basis can be a great and easy way to improve your language skills. But the success depends on many factors.

– Have a basic understanding of the language and vocabulary before you go to avoid frustration
– Go to a dialect-free region to learn the purest language
-Try to avoid speaking in your mother tongue or English (if this is not the language you plan on improving)
– Practice the language as often as you can. May be you can get a tutor for free, when you teach him or her your native language?
– Learn the conversational language as well as some terminology of your field of study to make the most out of your stay abroad

2. (     )
Living abroad will show you a new culture from a deeper perspective than ever before. Depending on how exotic and foreign the culture you are going to is, the adjustment process will be anything from easy to nerve wrecking and frustrating. But dealing with this new situation will make you grow and become more open to other perspectives on life. Remember when you come home, shaking your head about the strange behavior of the people around you: Your way is not better than theirs, it’s just different.

3.  (      )
Networking is a buzz word of our times. Facebook, LinkedIn and Twitter are just a few social and professional networking sites that help us to stay connected and use our connections as potential resources. Imagine in a couple of years, you are working in your job and suddenly your company wants to expand to the country you have studied in. Guess who will be a valuable resource for your company, because you can just pick up the phone and connect with several local people there that can give you valid and accurate information in an instant?

4. (     )
Yes, experience abroad will give you an advantage over other applicants on the job market. HR managers value international experience highly, as this set of candidates is known as adaptable, independent, problem solvers and open. Having spent time abroad will definitely give you a competitive advantage over your competitors in the job market. 
5. (     )
Living abroad can have another simple advantage for some of us. Getting out of your comfort zone is certainly not easy, but it will help you to grow. Go out there and experience the world, see it as an adventure that you will tell your grandkids about! Sometimes you have to push yourself and then you will be rewarded with this awesome feeling of accomplishment. Trust me, it’s worth it!!!

6. (     )
Living in a foreign country all by yourself will inevitably make you independent. You are forced to as you don’t have another choice, swim or drown, live or die… no, its not that bad, in fact, it is a great chance. Show yourself, your parents and friends that you can do it- DIY-Style! Show them that they were all so wrong about you being a mama’s boy (or girl)! It will feel great! But don’t be afraid, in case of emergency, you can hop on a plane and be home within 24 hours.

7. (     )
Spending time abroad will be an adventure and those memories will last a lifetime. You will always remember the people you met, the things you experienced and the instances where you made a complete fool out of yourself. I know a lot of people that lived abroad and none of them regrets the time they spent abroad. Yes, there will be difficult times, when you don’t understand the people around you, everything is foreign and nothing makes sense and everyday tasks seem like a major problem. But I can tell you from my experience, it is definitely worth it!

8. (     )
Your time abroad will put you in a foreign and new situation and you will have to deal with this to succeed. But a stay abroad will open your eyes and open your mind. You will understand that there is not just one way to achieve things, but many of equal value. In my eyes, this is one of the most important lessons I have learned during my time abroad and I hope you will too!

9. (     )
When you immerse in a different culture, you will have to adapt to it to make every day life easier. Different cultures have different perspectives, values, traditions and customs and living in this culture will teach you how to behave yourself in this setting. Living in this different culture will help you to adapt to different behaviors and cultural settings. Cultural awareness and adaptability will be a major asset for you and for your future employer in this globalized world

10. (     )
When I went abroad for the first time, I was stunned how much I learned about myself and about my own (German) culture. It is very fascinating to see, how people in other countries see your country, learn about the stereotypes they associate with them and how you can influence their impression by your actions. Many people that go abroad also say that they have learned a great deal about themselves, what is important to them and where they want to go in their life. What will you discover about yourself.

A ) Create a memory of a lifetime.

B ) Learn about yourself.

C ) Afford  the opportunity to make friend around.

D ) Improve your language skills.

E ) Change your perspective.

F ) Improve your job chances.

Q ) Experience the culture.

H ) Get away from home.

I ) Become independent.

J ) Improve your cultural understanding.

K ) Extend your network.

( Key:  1 - D; 2 – Q; 3 – K:4 – F: 5 – H: 6 – I: 7 – A: 8 – E: 9 – J: 10 – B.)

Task: Some students were interviewed about their  experience  when  they  studied  abroad. Listen to the information and do the task after you have   listened  their  stories.Decide if the  statement  is true or false. Put the stick in the   appropriate  column.
1) Stephanie Jones

Japanese  major, studied for one year in Osaka, Japan.

“ I would suggest study abroad because it can really broaden one’s perspective and open them up to another  culture. Some of  the  highlights of my time abroad are dressing up like a geisha, participating in the coming-of-age day celebration, and climbing Mt. Fuji. As a result of studying abroad, the one thing I know that I’ve learned about myself is that I want to continue studying Japanese and eventually find work in Japan.”  
2 ) Jason Hash.

  International Studies major, studies for academic year – four months in Beljing, China and four months in Copenhagen, Denmark.

 “I CHOSE TWO  completely different programs and split up my year  abroad. My first program was in Beijing, China. The second program could not have been more opposite. I studied in Copenhagen, 

Denmark. I think it was extremely important to come back from my year abroad having lived in two cultures that were really, quite opposite one another. I would suggest everyone study abroad. Study somewhere you’ve dreamed of going. Study somewhere you’ve never thought of visiting at all. Study somewhere that scares you, or somewhere that feels like a second home. Just get out, experience it, and live it. This is your chance. There’s nothing that can stop  you but yourself.”
3 )   Hannah Busskohl

Health Sciences major, studied for four  months in Perth, Australia 

“OUTSIDE OF CLASS I was able to experience all that Australia had to offer me. Every weekend I was off on some sort of adventure from Aussie Rules Football, to snorkeling with manta rays, to the heart of the Outback. I fell head over heels in love with a culture, people, and country. I think the most surprising thing for me was how much I grew in such a short amount of time. I didn’t realize how much this experience was going to mean to me. Studying abroad was the best thing I could’ve done in my college career. It was the best experience I could’ve asked for and I wouldn’t trade it for the world. I learned so much about myself and what this world has to offer.” 

4 )  Karen Lickteig
 International Studies – Middle East major, studied for a summer in Amman, Jordan.

 “THROUGH MY STUDY ABROAD experience, I have learned that the most important   things to bring with you are optimism, a good attitude  and a willingness to learn and be exposed to new experiences. In general, we always have to remember that we are in a different  place, different culture, and there will be challenges because of  that. In the Middle East, and especially as a woman, there are  many challenges that a different culture presents. Cultural norms  regarding relations between genders, dress, hygiene and food are  all things that I was challenged by during my time abroad. I had to  make adjustments in these areas, but in the end they were minor  compared to the incredible benefits and rewards that I received from my time abroad.”

	
	
	True
	False

	1
	Stephanie Jones   didn’t  like the culture of Japan.
	
	

	2
	Stephanie decided to stay in Japan longer.
	
	

	3
	Jason Hash studied in Japan too.
	
	

	4
	Jason thinks the best way to explore something is to go and watch.
	
	

	5
	Jason grew much in a short period of time.
	
	

	6
	Karen believes it’s important to bring good feelings with you.
	
	

	7
	There were some challenges for Karen in Jordan.
	
	

	8
	All the interviewers   gained  good experience abroad.
	
	

	9
	There were some peculiarities in the Middle East countries.
	
	

	10
	While study abroad, respect the cultural traditions of the country.
	
	


Hometask: Look through the text  and name five Pros and Cons of  Studying Abroad. 
	Pros and Cons of Studying Abroad

	Studying abroad, to some people, sounds like a dream come true. The opportunity to travel and experience a new way of life can be a great opportunity. To others, however, studying abroad may appear like a complete nightmare – being away from your family in a strange culture can be very scary.  If you do decide to study abroad, it is important to know the benefits and downsides before you make that final decision. 

Pros of Studying Abroad
Some of the pros of studying abroad are very clear: you are allowed the opportunity to learn to stand on your own two feet, at the same time not only learning an academic subject, but also learning about other cultures and ways of life. You could even learn to speak another language. 

Studying abroad can teach you invaluable life lessons about what you do and don’t enjoy and you learn great independence skills. It may be the first time you have had to budget for yourself, cook and clean for yourself, do the shopping, and so on. You will also get a great sense of freedom. You will have to learn how to discipline yourself. It is all too easy to forget that one of the reasons you came abroad is to study, and it is important that you focus a large part of your time on your academic studies.

Also, you will probably meet new friends, who you will share valuable experience with. Possibly, these new friends are foreign students themselves, and you could even gain some extra holiday destinations. 

Another pro of studying abroad is that you could potentially enroll in a course that is not available in your own country. 

Furthermore, once you come to writing your curriculum vitae, being able to enclose international exposure is a definite selling point. It shows potential employers that you are independent, dedicated and hard working.

Cons of Studying Abroad
Of course, if you are studying abroad, you will be leaving behind your existing friends and your family for a period of time. This can be very hard, particularly if you have never been away from home for any great length of time. You will also need to interrupt any activities you are involved in at home, such as a sports team or voluntary activity.  

Another con is that you do not exactly know what to expect, and you could be in for a disappointment. Being independent in a foreign country means you will have to learn how to budget, and this can be very hard. Furthermore, your accommodation might not be up to standards, or you may have very annoying neighbors or roommates. 

It is also possible that you find you cannot settle in the foreign culture. Different cultures have different habits, and you may find it very hard to learn how to live with these, or how to live without certain habits that come so naturally to your own culture. 

Another issue is, of course, the potential language barrier. You may have a rudimentary knowledge of the language in the country you are hoping to study in, meaning you are able to make your way around when you are on holiday, but it’s an entirely different thing to study in a foreign language. However, many schools in foreign countries now offer their main colleges and seminars in English, so you may be able to take advantage of this. 

However, on the positive side, it could give you the opportunity to learn a brand new language. This can help you in the rest of your life, not just in your career and possible further travels, but also health wise. It has been determined that speaking a second language greatly reduces your chances of developing Alzheimer’s disease later on in life. 


