Theme 7 Lesson 5

Education in Britain

System of education in England
England has a very interesting system of education. Education is class divided in England. There are state and public (private) schools. About 90% of children go to the state schools and other go to the public (private) schools. All state schools in Britain are free. Some parents choose private schools for their children. They are very expensive, considered to provide a better education and good job opportunities. Parents pay for these schools. An example of a private school is Eton. It is the most famous public school. A year at Eton costs &17000. it is very old and a lot of important people used to be students there.  There are 3 stages of education: 

-primary;

-secondary;

-further.

Primary education consists of infant schools and junior schools.  Primary education lasts for 6 years. At first they attend the infant school from 5 to 7, and then junior school until they are 11. In infant school children don’t have real classes. They study to write and read; they mostly play. They know some numbers. When children are 7, real studying begins. They have classes and don’t play as much as it was in infant school. 

Then begins the secondary education. Parents can choose one of the type of secondary education schools. There are modern schools, comprehensive schools and grammar schools, which accept a wide range of children from all backgrounds. Children study a lot of compulsory subjects. English, Maths and Science are called ‘core’ subjects. If pupils go to grammar schools they will have a good theoretical secondary education. Primary and secondary education are compulsory for all children. After 5 years of secondary education pupils take exams in different subjects, and they get General Certificate of Secondary Education - GCSE. After that students can leave and start working or continue their studies in the same school as before. If they continue, they have to take further examinations, which are necessary for getting into university or college. 

The school year in English school has three terms: autumn term (September-Christmas), spring term (January-Easter) and summer term (Easter – June). There are holidays after each term. Autumn and spring holidays are about 6 weeks. In addition all schools have a half-term, which lasts a week in the middle of each term. 

Each school has its colour of uniform. One of the most important elements of the uniform is a school tie. English children go to school 5 days a week. They don’t go to school on Saturdays and on Sundays. The school day starts at 9 o’clock and finishes between 3 and 4 p.m. The lunch break usually lasts an hour and a quarter. Besides classes there are a lot of extracurricular activities after school. English schools offer a wide range of activities (school orchestra, music ensembles, sport competitions).

Task: Answer the questions:

· Education in Great Britain is class divided, isn’t it?

· Are there any state schools in Great Britain? 

· How many % of children attend state schools?

· Are there any private schools? How are they called? Which school is the most famous? 

· When do British children begin to go to school? 

· Who attends the public schools?

· What is an important element of a school uniform?

-
What do you think? Is the British system of education better than ours?

Task: You can also see 2 columns: words and their definitions. Match them correctly.
	Semester
	a student in the last year of High School or University

	Senior
	someone who is studying at a university to get a Master degree

	Major
	one of the two periods of time that a year at High Schools and Universities is divided into

	Curriculum
	an amount of money that is given to someone by an educational organization to help pay for their education

	Postgraduate
	the main subject that a student studies at college or university

	Education
	the subjects that are taught by a school

	Scholarship
	the process of teaching and learning, usually at school, college, university


