Theme 7 Lesson 4

Education in Ukraine

EDUCATION IN UKRAINE

History of Schooling in Ukraine. There exists a supposition that some sort of literacy had place in Kyivska Rus before Christianity had been introduced but we are not going to jump at conclusions. As it is, we can see some traces of schooling which existed at the times of baptism of Rus, when the Cyrillic alphabet was given to the Slavs by the great enlightener St. Cyril. Christian monasteries and temples became the first centres of schooling. Most of the religious communities had a school, where monks and priests were the first teachers.

In the 16-th – 18-th centuries an ever-increasing number of schools were founded by the communities – the so-called Brotherhoods. The Greek-Slavonic-Latin Collegium, Ukraine’s first seat of higher learning, was founded in Ostrig (Rivne region) in 1576. In the 18-th century the level of public literacy in Ukraine was higher than in most western and eastern European countries. Schools could be found in most of the villages.

The first universities appeared in Lviv (1784), Kharkiv (1805), Kyiv (1834) and Odesa (1865). It should be mentioned that such a seat of higher learning as the Mohylianska Academy came to be as early as 1615. Until 1616 the Academy was the only institution of higher learning of Eastern Europe.

The System of Education in Ukraine. The right to education in Ukraine is guaranteed by the Constitution (Article 53). Every boy and girl must get secondary education; it means that secondary education is compulsory in our country. There are state schools where education is free of charge and private primary and secondary schools where pupils have to pay for their studies.

Every school has a core curriculum and a school curriculum. The core curriculum includes Ukrainian, Ukrainian Literature, Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Geography, World Literature, a Foreign Language and others.

The educational system comprises more than 23 thousand preschool child-care centres, like nursery schools or kindergartens, but they are not obligatory. The basic link of the system is general educational school; their total number equals to about 21 thousand now. This school has three phases: primary, basic and senior. Recently there appeared new types of schools intended for talented children. The kinds of secondary educational establishments are lyceums and gymnasiums.

An important role in the system is played by vocational training schools offering almost 800 qualifications.

The Secondary Education. The general educational school has three phases: primary, basic and senior.

Children in Ukraine usually go to school at the age of 6 or 7. Primary school comprises 1 to 4 forms. Basic secondary forms comprise 5 to 9 forms. After finishing the 9-th form of a secondary school young people can go to the 10-th form, or to a vocational or technical school.
The kinds of secondary educational establishments are lyceums, gymnasiums and specialized colleges. They offer programmes giving a profound knowledge in some field of study. They prepare students in different fields, whether the humanities or the sciences. Some of them are organized under the authorities of higher educational establishments.

The secondary school must secure a uniform level of knowledge necessary for each student.
The Higher Education. The Higher Education is the post-secondary education. After getting secondary education a school-leaver can start working or enter technical schools, colleges and institution of higher learning: universities, academies, institutes, conservatories. They prepare students in different fields. Their number is great and diversification of qualifications is numerous.
Universities offer a five-year course of study and usually have from six to twelve departments. Institutes train specialists for industry, agriculture and economy. Most of them have been conferred the status of Academy or University recently.

Students are also offered post-graduate education and scientific research work. Nowadays due to the state of our national economy not many young people are engaged in the research work. But still in some fields of science there are outstanding discoveries and research papers.

Recently a great number of private educational establishments have appeared. Some institutions have fee-paying groups or departments. The students may get education there at the same high level as in the state institutions.

Present-day independent Ukraine has got a rather developed system of education. Graduates from the Ukrainian institutions of higher learning became famous writers, scholars, prominent diplomats, ethnographers, economists, mathematicians, physicists, chemists, geologists, physiologists, etс.

Vocabulary
literacy – грамотність

baptism – хрещення

enlightener – просвітитель

temple – храм

monk – чернець

priest – священик

brotherhood - братерство, братство

primary education – початкова освіта
secondary education - середня освіта

compulsory - обов'язковий (для всіх)

core curriculum – основна база знань

school curriculum – шкільний навчальний план

preschool - дитяча дошкільна установа (ясла, дитячий садок)
nursery school - дитячий садок
kindergarten - дитячий садок
obligatory - обов'язковий, зобов'язуючий
general educational school – загальна середня школа

primary – початковий

basic – базовий, середній

senior – старший ,вищий

profound – глибокий, поглиблений

vocational training school – професійно-технічне училище

higher educational establishment – вищий навчальний заклад

secure – гарантувати, забезпечувати

higher education – вища освіта

confer - дарувати, надавати; присуджувати
Exercise 1: Every school has many pupils. And when pupils come to school they must behave properly. They must follow certain school rules. Look what pupils must to do and what not. Discuss in your group.

Pupils must…                                                             Pupils mustn’t…                                                                                                                  
Come to school in time                                              Run in the corridors

Do their homework                                                    Talk in the lessons

Be attentive in the lessons                                          Come late to school

Clean their classrooms                                               Miss lessons

Listen to the teacher                                                   Forget things

Study well                                                                  Forget to do the lessons

Learn the rules                                                            Interrupt teachers

Be polite                                                                     Be bad pupils

Prepare the lessons                                                     Cheat in the lessons and tests

Clean the blackboard                                                  Fight with classmates
