Theme 14 Lesson 4

International organizations: EU, UNO, Council of Europe
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The European Union (EU) is a family of
democratic European countries, committed o working
together for peace and prosperity. It is not.a State
intended to replace existing states, KUt it is more than
any other international organisation. The EU is, in fact,
unique

The historical roats:of the European Union lie
in the Second world War. The idea of European
integration was conceived to prevent such killing and
destruction from ever happening again. It was first
proposed by the French Forsign Mirister Robert
Schuman in & speech on 9 May 1950, This date, the
"hirthday"_of what is now the EU, is celebrated
annually s Europe Day.

Initially, the EU consisted of just six countries:
Belgium, Germany, France, Italy, Lukembourg and the
Netherlands. Denmark, Ireland and the United Kingdom jained in 1973, Greece in 1981, Spain and Portugal in
1986, Austria, Finland and Sweden in 1995. In 2004 the biggest ever enlargement took place with 10 new
countries joining.

In the early years, much of the co-operation between EU countries was abodt trade and the economy, but
now the EU also deals with many other subjects af direct importance for our everyday life, such as citizens' rights;
ensuring freedom, security and justice; job creation; regional development; environmental protection; making
globalisation work for everyane,

The Eurapean Union has deliversd half a century of stability, peace and prosperity. It has helped to raise
living standards, built a single Europe-wide market, launched the single European currency, the euro, and
strengthened Eurnpe's voice inthe warld

Unity in diversity: Europe is & continent with many differert traditions and languages, but also with shared
values, The EU defends these values. It fosters co-operation among the peoples of Europe, promoting unity while
preserving diversity and ensuring that decisions are taken as close s possible to the citizens.

Answier the following questions.
1 - Why can't we say the EU is a State?

2 - When and why did the idea of an European institution appear?

3 - What countries became a part of the EU before the year 20047

4 = In what ways did the first EU members cooperate?
5 - How do they cooperate nowadays?

6 - Over the past 50 years what advantages has the EU brought to its mermbers?
7 - Does the UE promote unity or diversity? Justify your answer in your own words

& - In your opinion, how will the EU be important in the years to come?
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How well do you know Europe ?

e Eu%penn Union

1. When was the Eurapean Union created ?
a.inthe 19" century
b after the first World War
c. after the second Warld war

2. How many countries make up Eurape in 2009 7
.25
b.27
.2

3. What do the 12 stars on the European flag symbolize 7
a.unity and solidarity
b. harmany amang the peoples of Europe
c. both of the answers above

4.When is Europe Day ?
a.on July 14"
b.on May g
c.on June 21%

5. What does the melady of the European Anther come fram 7
a. Alittle Night Music by Mazart
b. The Ninth Symphany by Beethaven
c. The Four Seasons by Vivaldi

6. What s the motto of the European Union?
a. Unity is the best thing ever
b. United in Diversity
c. Diversity makes Unity

7. The Erasmus Pragrafime allows you, as a studert, to
a.find a ja abroad
b. studyin anather Eurapean country
c. travel chieaply across Europe

8. Where is the Eurapean Parliament 7
2. i Brussels
b.in Berlin
c.inStrashourg

9. Whatis the ECB ?
a. the European Card for Business
b. the European Central Bank
c. the Eurapean Central Bureau

10.When was the eura first used in the Eurapean Union ?
a.in 1882
b.in 2000
c.in 2002
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The United Nations Organization

In 1945, representatives of 50 countries met in San Francisco at the United Nations
Conference on International Organizations to the United Nations Charter. The United Nations
was established on 24 October 1945 by 51 countries committed to preserving peace through
international cooperation and collective security. Today, nearly every nation in the world
belongs to the UN: membership now totals 189 countries.

All UN Member States are represented in the General Assembly — a kind of parliament
of nations, which meets to consider the world's most urgent problems. Each Member State has
one vote. Decisions on "important matters", such as international peace and security, admitting
new members, the UN budget and the budget for peacekeeping, are decided by two-thirds
majority. Other matters are decided by simple majority.

‘The assembly holds its annual regular session from September to December. When
necessary, it may hold a special or emergency session on subjects of particular concern.

> Answer the following questions:

When was the United Nations established?

What is the aim of the UN?

How many countries are now members of the United Nations?
Why is the UN general assembly held?

Give at least two topics that the UN assembly deals with.
When is the UN assembly held?
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COUNCIL OF EUROPE

Council of Europe, organization of European countries that seeks to protect democracy and human rights and to promote European unity by fostering cooperation on legal, cultural, and social issues. The council is headquartered in Strasbourg, France. (The Council of Europe should not be confused with the European Council, which is a policy-making body of the European Union.)

The Council of Europe was founded on May 5, 1949, by 10 western European countries—Belgium, Denmark, France, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, and the United Kingdom. From the 1950s to the 1980s these original members were joined by 13 others—Austria, Cyprus, Finland, West Germany, Greece, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Malta, Portugal, San Marino, Spain, Switzerland, and Turkey. With the demise of communist regimes throughout eastern Europe at the end of the 1980s, the council significantly expanded its membership. Between 1990 and 2007 Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Georgia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, North Macedonia, Moldova, Montenegro, Poland, Romania, Russia, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, and Ukraine were admitted to the Council of Europe. In addition, the principalities of Andorra and Monaco joined in 1994 and 2004, respectively. In March 2022 the Council expelled Russia in response to that country’s unprovoked invasion of Ukraine.

The Council of Europe addresses issues of common concern to its members, including human rights, crime prevention, drug abuse, environmental protection, bioethical issues, and migration. To manage these affairs, the council has devised more than 160 international agreements, treaties, and conventions that have replaced literally tens of thousands of bilateral treaties between various European states. Among the most important of its agreements are the European Convention on Human Rights (1950), the European Cultural Convention (1954), the European Social Charter (1961), the European Convention on the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment and Punishment (1987), the Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities (1995), and the Convention on Human Rights and Biomedicine (1997). After the collapse of communism in eastern and central Europe in 1989–91, the council aided the countries of the region to overhaul their constitutions and legal codes and to democratize their political systems.

The Council of Europe is composed of four principal bodies: the Committee of Ministers, the Parliamentary Assembly, the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of Europe, and the Secretariat. The Committee of Ministers, which meets twice a year, is composed of the foreign ministers of all council members. It decides the council’s budget and its program of activities based on recommendations made to it by the Parliamentary Assembly and various expert committees. The Parliamentary Assembly, which meets four times a year, is a deliberative body consisting of representatives from national parliaments. The Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of Europe is a consultative body that represents local and regional (subnational) governments within the council. The Secretariat, with a staff of about 1,000, serves the other three main organizations within the council.

The Council of Europe has established a number of special bodies and expert committees over the years, such as the European Committee on Crime Problems, the European Commission of Human Rights, the European Court of Human Rights, the Cultural Heritage Committee, the Council of Europe Social Development Fund (formerly the Council of Europe Resettlement Fund), the European Committee on Legal Cooperation, and the Steering Committee on Local and Regional Authorities.

