Theme 13 Lesson 2

Nature hazards in Ukraine

Adverbs

5 Biggest Environmental Problems Ukraine is Facing

In the last few years, global awareness of environmental problems has increased. The Ukrainian government has not been successful in meeting EU standards for air pollution, and there is little progress in reversing the trend. Read on to know the top environmental issues being faced by Ukraine:

1. Air Pollution

This is the most well-known pollution problem in Ukraine. It usually occurs on hot summer days when air from forest fires pollutes cities near forests and peat bogs near industrial areas. The thickness of smog in the air in these cities makes it impossible to see any buildings in the distance or even the road.

Ukraine has the third-worst air pollution index (World Bank). High levels of air pollution – fine dust, ozone, and smog are caused by:

· The burning of agricultural waste in rural areas, particularly in winter when forest fires occur.

· The high emission levels from vehicles and power plants.

· Dust from transport, mining, construction, and industrial areas.

· Peat bogs and forests burn during the summer months.

2. Pollution of Surface Water Sources in Ukraine

Pollution of surface water can occur in several ways: Water pollution leads to an increase in nitric oxide and nitrates entering streams, lakes, and rivers. Soil erosion causes particles to enter streams and rivers. Run-off of chemicals used in agriculture, such as ammonia and phosphates due to excess fertilizer use. This can kill fish and other creatures.

Inadequate treatment of sewage and wastewater can also kill fish in rivers, lakes, and other sources of drinking water. The lack of irrigation can lead to overgrazing which can reduce water quality further. Agricultural pesticides can also be a cause of pollution.

3. Solid waste

Solid wastes are not adequately collected and disposed of, resulting in waste being dumped on roadsides, and people’s gardens, and littering the streets. For this reason causes an increase in pollution of soil, water, air, and living organisms.

Moreover, waste from construction sites is also considered a source of air pollution because dust from the roadsides is dispersed into the air. A quick essay writer on environmental problems in Ukraine will enable one to understand the importance of this particular problem.

4. Noise pollution

The noise pollution is caused by heavy equipment, industrial complexes, and traffic. The Ukrainian government has not been able to completely solve this problem, mainly because it has not yet developed a method of accounting for sound-pollution levels and because it does not have any laws or regulations on air protection. This problem is commonly experienced in all parts of the country.

5. Disposal of electronic waste

Electronic waste is believed to be a significant problem in Ukraine. The majority of electronic products are produced in the country and disposed of after use, resulting in large amounts of toxic metals being released into the environment.

This problem is exacerbated by lax enforcement of regulations on proper e-waste disposal and a lack of public awareness or understanding of the dangers of improper disposal. Electronic waste can cause different health and environmental problems, especially if the waste contains heavy metals.

Environmental consequences of the war in Ukraine

According to the Environmental Performance Index, even before the Russian invasion launched in February 2022, Ukraine ranked low on environmental indicators like air quality, biodiversity production, and ecosystem health, so after the war the environmental situation in Ukraine will probably be worse than ever.

The Russian army is targeting Ukraine's military infrastructure and cities. From the fire in the military infrastructures, large smoke clouds spread over civilian areas. These are composed of toxic gases and particles. Therefore the use of explosive weapons in populated areas also creates pollution from building materials including asbestos, metals, and combustion products. Targeting these places provokes a lot of waste which can lead to soil and groundwater pollution and in turn  to health problems for humans. 

On the first day of the invasion, gamma radiation in the Chernobyl zone was reported to be approximately 28 times the annual limit. It was the result of heavy vehicle movements. Ukraine at this time runs 15 nuclear reactors in 4 different places. It is possible that even if one reactor would be damaged we could see the second Chernobyl disaster. The released debris and radiation in an attack could spread thousands of kilometres and could result in many health problems, such as thyroid cancer not only in Ukraine but also in the nearest countries. 

Furthermore, there are many outdated coal mines in the Donbas region. And these mines pose a huge danger in Ukraine. Because when a mine is shut down it cannot be abandoned for good. There are still tasks to be carried out like the water which must be pumped out continuously to prevent the reservoirs from being contaminated with heavy metals like mercury, lead, and arsenic. The war restricts these operations, and this is what we had seen happening even before the invasion in 35 different sites because the pro-Russian separatists lack the will and resources to conduct maintenance activities. Thus, the mines have abandoned, they are flooded and are polluting the water which should serve for drinking and irrigation.

Ukraine takes 35% of Europe's biodiversity, there are over 70,000 rare and endemic flora and fauna. This could unfortunately be destroyed during this war. 16% of Ukraine's land area is covered by forests, explosions from the artillery will likely cause fires in the forest which have already burned 20,000 hectares of the Luhansk region in 2020.

In addition to these problems the weapons used during this war will raise the carbon footprint in the region. It will lock more greenhouse gases into the atmosphere putting Ukraine at a higher risk of climate change-related disasters. 

Questions:

1) What did you know about modern hatural disasters in Ukraine? Did you enrich your knowledge on the problem while reading the texts?

2) What are the main environmental problems of Ukraine, as for you?

3) What can we do right now to solve our nature? How can each of us help?

4) What are the most famous places of rest in your region? Are they in danger?

What Is an Adverb? Definition and Examples

An adverb is a word that modifies (describes) a verb (“he sings loudly”), an adjective (“very tall”), another adverb (“ended too quickly”), or even a whole sentence (“Fortunately, I had brought an umbrella.”). Adverbs often end in -ly, but some (such as fast) look exactly the same as their adjective counterparts.

Tom Longboat did not run badly.
Tom is very tall.
The race finished too quickly.
Fortunately, Lucy recorded Tom’s win.
It’s easy to identify the adverbs in these sentences.

Adverb examples
Adverbs are easy to recognize because they usually end in –ly, but not always. Some of the most common adverb examples include:

· really, very
· well, badly

· today, yesterday, everyday, etc.

· sometimes, often, rarely, etc.

· early, late, soon, etc.

· here, there, everywhere, etc.
Adverbs and verbs

Adverbs often modify verbs. This means that they describe the way an action is happening.

Huan sings loudly in the shower.
My cat waits impatiently for his food.
I will seriously consider your suggestion.

The adverb in each of the sentences above answers the question In what manner? How does Huan sing? Loudly. How does my cat wait? Impatiently. How will I consider your suggestion? Seriously. Adverbs can answer other types of questions about how an action was performed. They can also tell you when (“we arrived early”), where (“turn here”), or with what frequency (“I go there often”).

However, there is one type of verb that doesn’t mix well with adverbs. Linking verbs, such as feel, smell, sound, seem, and appear, typically precede adjectives, not adverbs. A very common example of the type of mixup that happens with linking verbs is the following:

Incorrect: Paz feels badly about what happened.

Because feel is a verb, it seems to call for an adverb rather than an adjective. But feel isn’t just any verb; it’s a linking verb, which means that it links the subject of a sentence to the modifier that follows it. Since a subject is, by definition, a noun (or a pronoun), it is modified by an adjective. An adverb would describe how you perform the action of feeling—an adjective describes what you feel. “Paz feels badly” means that Paz is bad at feeling things. If Paz is trying to read Braille through thick leather gloves, then it might make sense for you to say “Paz feels badly.” But if you’re trying to say that Paz is experiencing negative emotions, “Paz feels bad” is the phrase you want.

Adverbs and adjectives

Adverbs can also modify adjectives. An adverb modifying an adjective generally adds a degree of intensity or some other kind of qualification to the adjective.

The lake is quite beautiful.
This book is more interesting than the last one.
“Is my singing too loud?” asked Huan.
My cat is incredibly happy to be having his dinner.
We will be slightly late to the meeting.
This shirt is a very unflattering shade of puce.
Adverbs and other adverbs

You can use an adverb to describe another adverb. In the following sentence, the adverb almost is modifying the adverb always (and they’re both modifying the adjective right):

The weather report is almost always right.
In fact, if you wanted to, you could use several adverbs to modify another adverb.

Huan sings rather enormously too loudly.
However, that often produces weak and clunky sentences like the one above, so be careful not to overdo it.

Placement of adverbs

In general, adverbs should be placed as close as possible to the words they are intended to modify. Putting the adverb in the wrong spot can produce an awkward sentence at best and completely change the meaning at worst. Consider the difference in meaning between the following two sentences:

I almost dropped all the papers I was holding.
I dropped almost all the papers I was holding.
The first sentence is correct if it’s meant to communicate that you very nearly dropped the papers but managed to hold on to them—the adverb almost comes right before the verb dropped, so it’s most naturally understood as modifying dropped. In the second sentence, almost has moved to modify the adjective all, communicating that you did drop most of the papers.

Be especially careful about the word only, which can be an adverb, an adjective, or a conjunction and is one of the most often misplaced modifiers. Consider the difference between these two sentences:

Phillip only fed the cat.
Phillip fed only the cat.
The first sentence means that all Phillip did was feed the cat. He didn’t pet the cat or pick it up or anything else. The second sentence means that Phillip fed the cat, but he didn’t feed the dog, the bird, or anyone else who might have been around.

When an adverb is modifying a verb phrase, the most natural place for it is usually the middle of the phrase.

We are quickly approaching the deadline.
Huan has always loved singing.
I will happily assist you.
