Theme 2 Lesson 4

Famous sportsmen
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READING (1]
Meet the Man Who Invented Basketball!
Vocabulary Preview u
® Match the words on the left with he definiions on fhe rght.
1. education g A. o grow older and become an adult +
2. excited __ B. tomake something new
3. few ___ €. agroup of people who play a sport together
4. grow up (v D.  happy about something happening
5. indoor ___ E. information you leam from going to school
6. invent (v.) ___ F. 1ogive advice about how to do something
7. team ___ G. notmany
8. suggest (v.) H.  inside a buiding; not outside

@ Use the above words fo complefe the sentences. Use plural forms and past

fense if necessary.
1. Few of my friends like baseball. Most of them like basketball.

2. Which sports are ‘sports? Which sports can you play inside?
3. My grandfather was bor in Scotiand, but he in Canada.

4. Agood s very important, 50 | plan to go to college.

5. Wilbur and Orville Wright the first airplane in 1903

6. Ifeel very ‘about our trp to Hawaii next week!

7. There are eleven players on a soccer

8. Myteacher that I study harder for next week's exam.

Choose any two of the above words and write your own senfences.
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NAME: DATE: a
READING
Topic: Exercise and Sports . u

Meet the Man Who
Invented Basketball!

Millons of people love the sport of baskelbal in the United States and around the word,
but few people siop Lo think about who invented it, why, where and when. James
Naismith invenied the game. He was bor n 1861 in Onlario, Canada and he loved o
play sportsin school. Afer he grew up, he became a sports educatin teacher before he
moved to the siate of Massachusels in the LS. He invented basketball or o reasons.
First, he wanted his students to have an indoor activy they could play during the winter
months when it was t0o cold o play oulside. Second, he believed that basketball was
safer than foolball. The very first game of basketball was played on December 21, 1891
when James asked his collge class o play a new kind of game that he invented. Some
ofhis students weren't very excied about his strange new sport, but they played anyway.
Afer the game, someone suggested that the new game should be called the “Naismih
Game, but James Naismith decided 1o call i “basket ball (which later became
“basketbalr). There were some diflerences beween the frst games and the games we
play and waich nowadays. For example, there are now fewer players on a tea (fve
instead of nine). Also, the first games were played with soccer balls — the first real

“basketball’ was only invented several years later. Basketball later became an

international sport as it became popular in Europe after the First World War, and then in B

China, India, Japan and many other countries. And the person we have to thank for this
‘amazing sport is James Naismith! I
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Grammar Practice

Meet the Man Who Invented Basketball!

@ Complete the paragraph by circling the correct words.
Millons of people love the sport of basketball i the United States and around the world, but
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‘when it was (7)_ cold to play outside. Second, he believed that basketball was
® than football. The very first game of basketball was played on December 21, 1891
‘when James asked his college class to play a new kind of game that he invented. Some of
his students (9)_ very excited about this strange new sport, but they played anyway.
After the game, someone suggested that the new game should be calied the “Naismith
Game", but James Naismith decided to call it ‘Basket Balr (which later became “basketbalr).
There were some difierences between the first games and the games we (10)__ today.
For example, (11)_ are now fewer players on a team (five instead of nine). Also, the.
first games were played with socoer balls ~ the firt real basketball was only invented
several years later. Basketballlater became an international sport as it became popular
(12)_ Europe after the First World War, and then in China, India, Japan and many other
countries. And the person we have to thank for this amazing sport is James Naismith!

1. 5. 5.
(R)thinks Rytwo (R)dicnt
®) think B (8) werenit
(©)thinking (©)to0 (©)arent
2. 6. 10.

(A) invention (A)a indoor (A) watch
(B)invent (B)indoor (B) watches
(©) invented (€) an indoor (C) watching
3. 7. 1.
(R)plays (Aytoo (@) their
() playing ® two ®) there
(©)play ©o (©)they're
4 5. 12,

(A) became (R)salest @at

8) become (@) sater ®on

(€) becomes. (©)sately ©in
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NAME: DATE:

READING
Meet the Man Who Invented Basketball!

How Much Do You Understand?

@ According fo the article, wiite T (True) or 'F' (False) next fo each statement.
‘The article is about how to invent a new sport,
James Naismith was bom in Massachusetts, in the United States.

‘The very first game of basketball was played in the winter.

1.
2.
3.
4. ____ James Naismith's students asked to play the first basketball game.
5. ____ Some people wanted to call basketball the Naisrith Game.

6.

‘The first basketball teams each had nine players.

Discuss

@ Discuss the following quesfions with your classmates.

1. Do you like to watch basketball? Do you like to play it? Why? / Why not?
2. Why do you think basketball became so popular around the world?

3. Work with some classmates. Try to invent a new sportl Describe it.

Write

@ Choose one of the above discussion questions. Wiite a short paragraph fo
answer it
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