Theme 1 Lesson 4

Parents and children

Absence of article

[image: image1.jpg]Speaking : 1/ Select the statements that best reflect your own opinions:

a/ Secondary school students are old enough to choose the subjects they like to study when given a choice.
b/ Going to university is the time when parents must leave their children on their own.
¢/ The growing involvement of parents in a child’s education is a positive social change.

d/ In their school life, children must not depend too much on their parents.

a-Read the title and guess what the text is about.

Pushy Parents are here to stay

1/ Every autumn, as students start the business of selecting a university,

stories appear in the media about pushy parents who insist on expressing
views about where their offspring should go.

2/ For the past two decades there has been a growing involvement of
parents in all stages in a child’s education. | have stood in queues in schools
and heard parents telling their offspring what they should and shouldn’t take
for GCSE. A sample of quotes overhead recently include:” Not French, that’s
a waste of time.”; “music is to be dropped”; “let’s get over to the economics
teacher” and “ I've told you, you’re not taking any useless subject like Latin.” Teachers confirm that
parents play a huge role in determining what their children will study, and that continues at A-level. By the
time they are selecting a university, Mum and Dad (more often Mum, apparently) are major players.

3/ Increased parental involvement is part of a shift in British culture that has been the nature of
parenting change. Battles to get children into good nurseries are a fact of life, as is the decision of many
parents to select a primary school as soon as a child is born. Today more and more children grow up
continuously shepherded about by adults, unable to walk the streets alone or to disappear out to play.

4/ This increased concern shown by millions of parents over children’s welfare
how university education is perceived. Going to university used to be seen as the moment when a child
finally broke free from the last parental control and went off to learn how ----------------- on his or her own
feet. No parent of my generation of students would have agitated for their child to have a nice room, nor
would any parent have written to the authorities to complain about the quality of teachers.

5/ Parental involvement is going ------—--——--— . Politicians and universities need - ----—- and look
at what is happening around them.

Susan Bassnet
“The Independent “ 23 September 2004
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[image: image2.jpg]b- Read the introduction and check your guesses.

2.a-Focus on paragraph two and match the utterances in column A with the appropriate functions
in column B. (more than one utterance can have the same function.)

b- With reference to the

above answers, what can you
say about the attitudes of the
parents?

1)Not French, that’s a waste of time. a)expressing surprise
2)Music is to be dropped . b) making suggestion
3) Let’s get over to the economics teacher.] c) giving an order
4) I've told you, you're not taking any d) giving
useless subject like Latin. e) expressing agreement

3.a-Reas the last paragraph and fill b- How did you select the answers?

in the gaps with the words in the box below. What clues/strategies did you use?

To stand / to wake up / affects / to increase|

4-Tick the best choice :

* The writer’s intention is to: * The writer is addressing:

- criticize and evaluate. - public opinion.
- narrate and report. - parents and teachers.

- sensitize and inform. - politicians and universities.

5- Complete the conversation between a secondary school student

and his pushy father. The phrases in the box may help you.

Waste of time - to be dropped - should - shouldn’t =

I have told you — as soon as — by the time — welfare — useless - fall
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[image: image3.jpg]Student : Dad | don’t like medical studies.

Father : Yes, | know you don’t, but you

Student: Dad please, try to understand me. | am fond of foreign languages, and | =------------==--eeeeeeee
so, many times.

Father : Foreign languages are a ----------, Forget about it. The whole world will soon
speak English, and there will be no need for foreign languages. The whole idea is --------------==--nnnnneeun

Student : Daddy but it's my life.

Father : Absolutely, but you still don’t know what’s good for you and this argument is -----------------—-

Student : What if | -------------------- my medical studies ?

Father : I’'m sure you won't. -----------——---—-----you start the courses you’ll change your mind.

have any doubt about that. | am your father, and I’'m simply worried about your -

Pushy parents

try to shape \
children into )
"baby Einsteins”

...iT never —
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[image: image4.jpg]ZERO Article with Plural and Uncountable Nouns

General meaning cars, people, life, water Abstract nouns: education, happiness, I

ZERO Article with Singular Countable Nouns

Names: Mary, Bill, Josef Places: Jupiter, Russia, Bangkok, Heathrow
Airport, Cambridge University, Waterloo

Languages: English, Russian Station

Days, months: Monday, November | Streets: Oxford Street, Wall Street
Academic subjects: History, Law, Physics Routine Places in bed, at home, to school
Games and Sports: football, chess Noun + Number platform 3, page 44
Meals breakfast, lunch, dinner Movement or Transport on foot, by car

Newspaper Headlines, Notices, User Guides: Plane Crashes On House, Keep Area Clean

ZERO article in context.

\ /7

#

Cars can be dangerous. o Please turn to page 67.

We seldom see courage like that. e She's in bed.

I could see clouds in the sky. e Are you at home?

I gave it to Mary. * They took her to hospital.

She arrived in Bangkok yesterday. o I'm leaving town tomorrow by car.
Do you speak French? o I go to school by bus.

He is good at tennis. * We usually meet on Monday.
People will travel to Mars soon. o November is quite cold.

Fill the gaps with a/an, the or x if it isn't necessary to use any article.
eHe is very nice man.

e They are brave girls.

. farmhouses in my village were dilapidated.
o He told me story of his life.

e This is good example.

e___ Wales are an endangered species.

eWe are pupils at the local college .

e Those were interesting books.

o Look at. top of that tree.
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