Theme 1 Lesson 1

Learning foreign languages

Article
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1- What is your mother tongue? Which is your favorite foreign language? Why?
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2- Which is the most influential language in the world?
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3. Why is it important to leam a foreign language? The picture below will help you.
Expressing certainty:
* Undoubtedly- Definitely — Surely - Certainly.
*I'm absolutely sure that/ I'm quite sure that/ I'm certain that...

Learning a foreign language helps children
in a muititude of ways...
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3- Why do people usually learn foreign languages? Read the text to find some more ideas.
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Fill in the gaps, using the word given in capitals at the end of a line to form a word that fits in the space in the same line.

There is an example at the beginning (1):

Learning a foreign language takes time and (1) dedication, but still millions of people do this
every day. And it is no wonder, for there are so many (2) spheres and situations
where a foreign language can be (3)

‘Work and Career

More and more businesses need workers who can communicate in different languages and understand

other cultures. If your work involves regular contact with (4) of foreign languages, being able to
talk to them in their own language will help you build direct relationships with them. (5)

of foreign languages may also increase your chances of finding a new job, getting a (6) ora
transfer (7) , or of going on foreign business trips. No matter what career you

choose, if you’ve learned a second language, you’ll have a real advantage. A (8) who knows
Russian or German, the head of a company who knows Japanese or Spanish, or a salesperson who knows
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[image: image2.jpg]French or Chinese can work (9) with many more people and in many more places than
someone who knows only one language.

Study or research

You may find that information about subjects you are (10) in is published mainly in a
foreign language. Learning that language will give you access to the material and enable you to
communicate with colleagues.

Studying abroad
If you plan to study at a foreign university, college or school, you will need a good knowledge of the local
language. Your institution will probably provide (11) courses to improve your language

skills and continuing support throughout your main course.

Emigration
When you move to a different country or region, learning the local language will help you to communicate
and integrate with the local community.

Travel

Perhaps you are planning to go on holiday abroad. If so, knowledge of the language(s) you are

(12) to meet will be useful. It is always a good idea to learn some basic language phrases to help
you to 'get by', i.e. to order food and drink, find your way around, buy tickets, etc. If you have a more
(13) knowledge of the language, you can have real conversations with the local people,
which can be interesting and will add a new dimension to your holiday.

Family and friends

If your partner, in-laws, relatives or friends speak a different language, learning that language will help
you to communicate with them (14) . It is also the most effective way you will learn about
and appreciate their culture.

Culture

Maybe you are interested in the literature, (15) , films, TV programs, music or some other
aspect of another culture? Studying another language, allows you to have an insider’s view, thus to feel
closer and more (16) to other cultures.

Whatever the reason, learning a language opens up doors to many opportunities and benefits.

4- Consider activity 2 p. 80.

5- Would you like to learn other langnages? What for? (answer the questions using words from the table).
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Hometask:

[image: image3.jpg]A reporter questioned people in the streets of London to tell us about their experiences of
learning a foreign language. Read their answers and do the task. Answering each question,
write the name of the appropriate person. 4n example has been given.

EXPERIENCES LEARNING A FOREIGN LANGUAGE

Steffan, civil engineer

I have been studying English
in London for 5 months now.
I learned English at school in
Brazl, so I know grammar
very well. Personally, I don’t
like reading very much, but I
have found that watching the
news is useful as the
newsreaders speak slowly and
clearly. Listening to musicis a
good way to learn. In my
opinion, it is best to leamn a
language when you are a
child.

Pia, classical studies student
I started learning English in
Sweden when I was eight
years old. At school it was
quite formal, but the teachers

also made it fun, which I think
is important. We’d watch

films without subtitles, read
English magazines and listen
to English music. Now I'm
trying to learn Latin, which is
a very different experience,
much more difficult and
definitely not as much fun!

Gavin, computer

programmer
I can speak a smattering of a

few languages. I once stayed
with 20 Japanese guys and I
couldn’t talk to them. It was
sad as they were really cool
guys. Eventually, just through
socializing I picked up a little
Japanese, and now I’'m
studying it! I use a tape and
books, but I think having a
teacher would be better,
though so would visiting the
country.

Rosanna, receptionist
I learned a bit of basic English

at school in Brazil, which gave
me confidence. I want to be a
flight attendant, so I need to be
able to speak English. I've
studied English at college, but
my present job is the best, as I
get to speak to everybody! I
also love watching TV and
reading English magazines!

Bob, unemployed
I quit my job today, so I'm

thinking of moving to Spain.
I’ll need to brush up on my
Spanish if I want to get a job.
I’ve got a few Spanish friends.
and I’ve picked up a bit of
Spamish, although I must
admit I've mostly learned
swear words — one of the

disadvantages of learning
from friends! I think my

friends’ English is better than

Simon, graphic designer
French was compulsory at my

school, and I quite enjoyed
learning it. I spent a few
months in France and I"d love
to go back, so I'm thinking of
taking night classes using
tapes. I don’t need another
language in my profession,
but I feel bad if I'm in a
country and I can’t speak the
language — so many visitors to
London have such a good

my Spanish, but I get by. standard of English.
EXAMPLE 1. Steffan
Who considers listening to music a good way of learning the
language?
Who is studying the foreign language for his/her job? 1
2.
Who is confident about his/her grammar knowledge? 3.
Who uses television to learn the language? 4.
5.
Who hasn’t got a teacher for his/her language studies? 6.
Who speaks about negative experience in language learning? T
Who finds going to the country where the language is spoken good | 8.
for language learning?
Who watched English films at school to learn the language? 9.
Who doesn’t need a foreign language for his/her job? 10.
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[image: image4.jpg]Look through the text one more time. Find the words which match each of the following
definitions (choose from underlined words).

DEFINION WORD

1. | Work for which you receive regular payment.

2. | A person whose job is to serve and take care of
passengers on an aircraft.

3. | Atthe end of a period of time or a series of events.

4. | To find somebody/something pleasant, attractive or
of a good enough standard, to enjoy something.

5. | Not easy; needing effort or skill to do or to
understand.

6. | To have a particular idea or opinion about
something/somebody; to believe something.

7. | Existing or happening now.

8. | To some degree.

9. | A small number’, ‘some’.

10. | To spend time learning about a subject by reading,
going to college, etc.

11. | Forming the part of something that is most necessary
and from which other things develop.

12. | A young human who is not yet an adult.

13. | That must be done because of a law or a rule.

14. | Something that causes problems and tends to stop
somebody/something from succeeding or making
progress.

15. | In a way that is easy to see or hear.

16. | To say things; to speak in order to give information
or to express feelings, ideas, etc.

17. | Having a great effect on people or things; of great
value.

18. | A person you know well and like, and who is not
usually a member of your family.

19. | To begin doing or using something.

20. | To leave your job, school, etc.

21. | A way of emphasizing that something is true and that

there is no doubt about it.
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