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Пропонований  збірник містить тексти для контрольних робіт з аудіювання та читання в 9-11 класах.

Варіанти завдань до них спрямовані на активізацію лексичного і граматичного матеріалу  діючих підручників англійської мови, формуванню навичок аудіювання читання та усного мовлення і розширення словникового запасу.

Підібрані текси пізнавального характеру.

Посібник   не тільки допоможе вчителю здійснювати підсумковий  контроль за ходом навчання, послідовно вдосконалювати та урізноманітнювати процес навчання, але й зробить урок цікавим та інформаційним  
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9 – th    FORM
Listening Comprehension
  MY FIRST DAY IN LONDON 

I'll never forget the day when I first set foot in London. I came from a quiet little town in Ukraine and I had never lived in a big city before, so London was a new world for me and I tried to find out more about it for myself.
The general opinion abroad is that London has fog or rain, or both, every day of the year, but on the day that I arrived it was fine and warm, and the sky was cloudless. In Ukraine at that time the snow was still melting, and there was mud and sleet everywhere in the streets and parks. The next day was also beautiful; a slight wind was blowing and you could smell spring in the air. I went for a walk in Kensington Gardens. I found the way there quite easily. When I got my first sight of the gardens, the beauty of it took my breath away. The trees were just bursting into leaf, fresh and green, and there were beds of spring flowers, red and yellow and blue. People in light spring clothes were walking about, and, to my surprise, they were walking not only along the paths but also across the grass. I passed a pool, in which ducks were swimming, children were playing in the playgrounds.
It was time for me to go home, but which way was it? I hurriedly turned down one path that I thought would take me back — and found myself in Hyde Park. I ran to the left and to the right, asked some people for the way to the street where I had stayed, but I found to my horror that I could not understand what they said in reply. I walked through the park till I came to a big open place where a group of people was listening to a man standing on a chair. From time to time they were asking questions or making remarks and sometimes they were laughing at the speaker. Another group was singing loudly. This was a famous Hyde Park meeting.
Meanwhile, the sun went behind the cloud, I was terribly tired. At last I got to the park gate and came out into the street. Motorcars, bicycles, buses were running, people were hurrying along. In despair I crossed the street on to an island where I found a policeman who explained me the way to my hotel.
1.
Before you listen, answer the questions:
a) Have you ever been to a strange place alone?
b) Have you ever lost your way in an unknown place?
c) What places in London would you like to see and visit?
d) Do you know what the weather is like in London now? Is it different from the weather in Ukraine?
2.
Listen to the text and choose the most suitable heading for it.
a) Dangerous adventure. 
b) Strange Tourist.  
c) My First Visit to London. 
d) Spring in London.            
3.
Choose the correct ending to complete the sentence.
The author during his first visit to London...
a) ...was surprised to see mud and sleet in the streets.
b) ...attended a meeting in Hyde Park.
c) ...saw almost all the famous sights.
d) d) ...lost his way and had to ask a policeman to help him.
4.
Choose the proverb, which is the most suitable to the contents of the story.
a) East or West, home is best.    
b) All is well that ends well.
c) Every country has its customs. 
d) So many countries, so many customs.
5.
Listen again and fill in the gaps with the correct verbs to complete the following sentences.
a) I ... never ... in a big city before. 
b) On the day that I ... it ... fine and warm.
c) In my native town it ... early spring, and the snow ... still...
d) On the day I ... for a walk in Kensington Gardens, the weather ... beautiful, a slight wind....
e) People in the park ... along the paths, and also across the grass.
f) They ... light spring clothes.
g) I ... a pool, in which ducks ..., and in the playgrounds nearby children.... 
h) I ... some people for the way to the street where I....
i) When I... already tired, I got to the park gate and ... out into the street where buses, cars, bicycles ... and people ... along. 
6. Make up questions, write them down and ask your partner to answer them. 
( What; Who; How Where)
a) city does the author describe?
b) did he come from?
c) was London to him?
d) is the general opinion of London weather?
e) did he go for a walk?
f) did he see in the park?
g) were people dressed?
h) were the ducks swimming
i) did he see in the park?
j) were people dressed?
k) were the ducks swimming?                                                                             i) did he find himself?                                                                                                j) did he ask passers-by for?                                                                                   k) was standing on the chair?                                                                            1) were other people doing?                                                                                           m) were they laughing at?                                                                                 n) place did he get to at last?                                                                           o) did he find the policeman?
Keys: 2-c; 3-d; 4-b     6. a;c;d;f;j;l;n - What;  k;m-  who;  g- how; b;e;h;I;o –where.
Reading Comprehension
                     Bill Gates

William Harry Gates III was born in Seattle, Washington, on October 28th, 1955. Bill's father Bill Gates Jr. worked for a Seattle law firm and Bill's mother Mary taught at school until they started their family. Bill's parents were married in 1951 and two years later gave birth to their first child, Bill's older sister, Kristanne. Two years after Bill was born and in 1964 the third and final Gates was born, her name is Libby. As a child Bill enjoyed rocking bасk and forth, today he still has a habit of rocking when he is thinking about something. Bill was very bored at school and his parents knew it, so they were always trying to supply him with more information to keep him busy. Bill's parents finally decided to put him in a Private School where he would be challenged more. The Lakeside private school had just bought a new computer when Bill arrived and he was immediately hooked. In a week he knew more about the computer than his teacher at Lakeside. Learning the BASIC programming language was easy for Bill, and he was soon writing his own programmes.

 Bill's love for computers and math led him to a new place around his neighborhood that was renting computer time. He made an arrangement with the owners that he would get free computer time if he found things that made the computer crash.
During this time Bill met Paul Allen, his business partner for the rest of his life. Together they started a small company called Traf-O-Data, they sold a small computer with own programme that could count traffic for the city. The company was not a big success, but it earned the two boys some money as well as good business skills. Bill also wrote a schedule programme for his school, which he changed a bit to put little Bill Gates in a class full of the prettiest girls. Bill was considered by his classmates and his teachers as the smartest kid in school.
After graduating from Lakeside Bill entered Harvard University in 1973, one of the best universities in the country. Bill was also bored here so he spent most of his time programming, playing poker and seeing how little work he could do and still get excellent marks. He told his teachers that he would be a millionaire by the time he was thirty. This was one of the few times he underestimated himself, Bill was a billionaire when he was 31.
One of Bill's teachers said, "He is a great programmer, but he is a very unpleasant human being". The intense life-style Bill had during his first year in Harvard made him ill for most of the summer of 1974. Bill soon left Harvard for business opportunities in programming which turned him into a multi-billionaire.
Later he met Melinda French, who he married, and they now have 3 children.
It's very interesting that even with all his money Bill drives himself to work in an average family car. Bill is a keen reader, and enjoys playing golf and bridge.
Comprehension check. Speaking and writing
1. Read the text carefully and put these events in the order they happened.
1) Bill started Traf-O-Data.

2) Bill got married.
3) Bill went to a private school.

4) Bill met Paul Allen.
5) Bill went to Harvard University.


6) Bill's mother worked at school.

7) Bill started writing his own programmes.

8) Bill was ill for the whole summer.

9) Bill sold his first programme.


2.
Are the sentences true or false? Correct the false ones.
1) Bill has 2 sisters.
2) Bill is moving when he is thinking.
3) Bill liked school very much.
4) Bill was bored in both schools.
5) Bill had higher knowledge of computer than his school teacher.
6) Bill spent a lot of money to have an opportunity to work on the computer.
7) Traf-O-Data was a waste of time and energy.
8) Bill made a programme which put him in the same class with the prettiest girls at school.
9) He had to study hard at Harvard.
10) One of Bill's teachers said Bill was a nice person.
11) Bill knew he would become a millionaire.
12) Bill dropped out of Harvard.
13) Bill has a driver.
3.
Rewrite the sentences below using the words in brackets
1) We live in a rather rich district, (neighborhood)
2) He had a very strong interest in programming, 
3) John was an ordinary typical student, (average)
4) They are both very interested in gardening,(keen)
5) We both need to use the computer so we'll have to  come to some agreement, (arrangement)
4.Work in pairs. Prepare an interview with Bill Gates. Perform it for another pair.
Listening Comprehension
AMERICAN CHARACTER
American society seems to be much more informal than the British and, in some ways, is characterized by less social distinction. Students do not rise when a teacher enters the room. One does not always address a person by his title, such as "Major" or "General" or "Doctor" in the case of a holder of a Doctor of Philosophy degree. The respectful "Sir" is not always used in the northern and western parts of the country.

However, it is best to use a person's title when first meeting him/her, and then allow the person to tell you how he/she wishes to be called.

They use first names when calling each other, slap on the back, joke and are much freer in their speech, which is more slangy than the conventional British English. You will often hear the word "Hi" (a form of greeting among friends) used instead of the usual "Hello and "Howdy" instead of "How do you do?"

Those who don't easily show these signs of friendship are called "snooty" or "snobbish." In contrast, people who show such simple signs of friendship, particularly to their own economic and social inferiors, are praised as "regular guys," or as "truly democratic." As a description of character, democratic is generally used to signify that a person of high social or economic status acts in such a way that his or her inferiors are not reminded of their inferiority.

Yet, in spite of all the informality, Americans, even in the way they address each other, show consciousness of social distinction. For example, one is likely to use somewhat more formal language when talking to superiors. While the informal "Hello" is an acceptable greeting from employee to employer, the employee is more apt to say "Hello, Mr. Ferguson," while the employer may reply "Hello, Jim." Southerners make a point of saying "Yes, sir," or "Yes, Ma'am," or "No, sir," or "No, Ma'am," when talking to an older person or a person in a position of authority. While this is good form all over the United Stales, "Yes. Mr. Weston" or "No, Mrs. Baker" is somewhat more common in a similar situation in the North or West.

Certain other forms of politeness are observed on social occasions. Women may wear hats in church, in restaurants, and often when attending luncheons in public places and other public social functions except those that take place in the evening. Men who do wear hats ordinarily remove them in elevators, churches, restaurants, private homes, business offices — in fad, in most public situations when they wish to show respect.

10 – th  form                                                                                                                                                                 LUSTENING COMPREHENSION

SKYSCRAPERS OF THE 21st CENTURY

Nowadays it has become very difficult to live in big cities. It seems as if not even the Americans like living in skyscrapers. Not only they are expensive to build, they also ruin the landscape.
It's much better to live in small houses in a green countryside.
However, there are countries like Japan that need to build skyscrapers because of lack of space and dense population. In fact, according to statistics at the beginning of the 21st century half the world's population lives in cities. More than 300 million people live in 21 metropolises.
A very tall skyscraper in the form of a pyramid has been planned in Tokyo which is more than 2 kms high. It'll be called Try 2004. Its base will be 8 square kilometers and its flats and offices will accommodate 1 million people.
Another skyscraper called Seed 4000 will be 4 kilometers tall and will be designed like Mount Fuji, the most famous mountain in Japan.
In Guinness World Records Book there are some other facts about the tallest buildings.
The world's tallest free-standing tower is the CN Tower in Toronto, Canada, which has a height of 1,815 ft. It was built in 1975.
Petronas Towers in Malaysia became the world's tallest office in March 1996 reaching 1,482 ft. height. The Universal Financial Centre in Shanghai, China built in 2001 is 1,490 ft. high, with 95 storeys of offices and hotel accommodation above ground and three storeys below ground.
The tallest apartment blocks in the John Hancock Centre in Chicago, state Illinois, in the USA 1,127 ft. high. It has 100 storeys. The sail-shaped Arabian Tower in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, is the tallest hotel in the world, measuring a record 1,053 ft.
Listening Comprehension Activities. 
1.
Before you listen, answer the questions.
1. Are skyscrapers really symbols   of progress?
2. Does a nation really become "modern" if it builds skyscrapers?
3. Do many people live in skyscrapers?
4. How many?

5. Why are the skyscrapers built?

6. Which is the highest building in the world?
7. Where is it situated?
2.
Fill in blanks with the words from the text.
a) Skyscrapers are not only expensive to,  
   they also ruin the landscape
b) It is much
  to live in small houses in a green countryside
c) Some countries need to build skyscrapers ____________lack of space and dense population
d) At the beginning of the 21st century half the __________________ lives in cities.
e) More than___________    people live in 21 metropolises.
3. In pairs, discuss where it is better to live, in a skyscraper or in a small house. Describe an ideal house of the future, and motivate your arguments.
Reading Comprehension

NATURE PROFILE
Sixty million years ago there were 30 species of rhinoceros on the earth. Now there are only five species and all of them are in danger of extinction. Three of the five species live in Asia. There are about 1,500 Indian one-horned rhinos in northeast India. The Sumatran rhino is the smallest of the five species. There are probably only about 800 animals left. It lives on the island of Sumatra. The rarest rhinoceros is the Javan rhino. It is found only at the western end of Java and in Kampuchea. There are only 50 Javan rhinos left.
The two African species are larger than their Asian cousins. They are the black rhino and the largest of all the rhinos, the white rhino. In fact, the white rhino is not white. It has a very wide mouth. The white rhino eats grass, while other rhinos eat leaves. In the 1890s people thought that the white rhino was extinct. But some were found in South Africa. Since then it has been protected and there are now about 3,000. There are about 4,500 of the smaller black rhinos left.
People often think that the rhino is a slow animal, but it can run at up to 50 kilometres an hour. And it can turn very quickly. Black rhinos are very short-sighted and they can be very aggressive if people come too close to them.
Rhinoceroses are large animals. The black rhino weighs between 1 and 1.5 tonnes and an adult white rhino can weigh 3 tonnes. They have very thick skins, too. As a result, they have no natural enemies. Their only enemy is Man. But Man is the worst enemy of all.
Rhinos are hunted for their horns. It is not a horn. It is made of hair. It is used in traditional Chinese medicines for colds, headaches and other illnesses. In Yemen, men carry a traditional knife called a "jambiyya". The handle of the most expensive "jambiyya" are made of rhino horn. In the 1970s a lot of Yemeni men became richer.
LISTENING COMPREHENSION

PUBS
The word "pub" itself is an abbreviation of a "public house" which sounds dull and unemotional. Pubs are very dear to the British people, being a peculiarly English institution.
Pubs are famous for their friendly and cosy atmosphere. For many English people the pub is still the centre of their social life.
People come to pubs to meet their friends, talk sports, play darts, watch television or just relax and enjoy themselves. They come here to have a good time.
On the other hand many business people go to a pub for a quick drink after work and "talk shop" before going home.
There are pubs everywhere in England. A small town of, say, 50,000 inhabitants will have between 50 and 100 pubs, each with its own character. Even a small village usually has its pub.
The country pub is the heart of village life. Some of them have there for hundreds of years. There is a fire-place in winter, and you can sit out in the garden in summer. They are welcoming places, with their regular customers usually only too happy to talk to the visitor.
The oldest pub in England is considered to be "The Trip to Jerusalem". They say it was built in the 12th century.
Pubs are part of the British history and that's what makes them unique.
Naturally they have a lot of traditions and regulations. Most pubs open at 11 a. m. and close at 11 p. m. Young children cannot go into a pub until they are 14, but even at this age they should be accompanied by an adult.
The minimum age for drinking alcohol is 18. It is illegal to sell tobacco to anyone under the age of 16.
Pubs sell not only beer and wine but food too. There is now a huge range of bar snacks, and lunches — usually fried fish or sausage and chips, or steak, or the so-called "Ploughman's lunch" which is a large piece of cheese, some bread, some pickles, and an onion.
When you order food you are expected to have at least one drink as well. If someone buys you a drink, he will usually expect you to offer later to buy one for him (even if you are not having another drink yourself)
If a friend bought you a drink yesterday and you go to a pub together again today, you should start by saying:
"Now, it's my round. What are you having?"
There are three main kinds of beer: lager (a light coloured beer), bitter (ordinary English beer, which is darker and heavier than lager) and mild (darker and sweeter).
In case you don't know the names of the beer in a particular pub, you can say: "A pint of mild, please". Or "A half pint of lager, please". Or "Another bitter, please".
Answer the questions.
1. What is the most popular drink in Britain?
2. Do you know where English people go when they have free time?
3. What are pubs?    
4. What is the difference between a pub and a restaurant?
Reading Comprehension
Do you know anything about the history of the English language?
Have you ever heard the legend about the Tower of Babel?
How many languages are spoken on the Earth?
What are the most widespread languages? Why?
Babylonia
The people of Babylonia were rich and powerful. They were also happy. They loved each other and they enjoyed working together. But one thing was lacking. Men had only the earth to enjoy. God had kept heaven for himself and his angels.
The King of Babylonia decided that his people should have Heaven as well as Earth. So he ordered them to build a great tall tower. Six hundred thousand men began making bricks and mixing mortar and piling up a building higher. All day every day men carried bricks and mortar up a stairway on the east side of the tower. Then they walked down another stairway on the west to get more loads. This went on for forty-two years until the Tower was twenty-seven miles high. It was so high that it took a man a whole year to carry bricks from the ground to the top.
Now the Tower had risen nearly to Heaven, and God saw that he would have to do something to keep the invaders out. Perhaps if he made it hard for people to cooperate, they would not be able to finish the Tower. To carry out his plan God sent seventy angels down to Earth. The angels had orders: first to take away the one language everybody understood, then to split the people up into groups, with each group speaking a new tongue of its own. In no time the men who made bricks couldn't talk to the men who carried them. And the men who carried bricks couldn't say an understandable word to the men who laid the bricks. Everything was a mess, and everybody blamed everybody else for not understanding. People no longer talked about the Tower of Heaven.

Instead they talked about the Tower of Babel, which meant the Tower of Confusion.Work came to a dead stop. The builders went away carrying their new languages with them.
That is how it happens that different tongues are spoken in different parts of the world.

1.Fill in the gaps to complete the following questions with the verbs given below. (Did, was, were, should, made, did, hadn't, was).
1) What thing ___lacking in Babylonia?

2) What did the King of Babylonia decide that his people_____ have?
3) How high _____ the Tower?
4) The Tower had risen nearly to Heaven, _____ it?
5) I wonder if the people ____able to finish the Tower.
6) What ____ it hard for people to co-operate? (to make)
7) Whom ____ everybody blame for not understanding?
8) Did God send angels to the Earth or __ give people orders?
2.Choose the correct answer to bring out the main ideas of the text.

1) What were the people of Babylonia lacking?
    A  They had no heaven for themselves.
    B They were not rich and powerful.

    C. There was no love between them.
2)
What did the king order his people to do?
    A. He ordered them to ask God to come to the Earth. 

    B. He decided to build a great tall tower.

    C. He ordered them to work together.
3)
What did God do to keep the invaders out?
     A. He ruined the Tower.
     B. He decided to take away the one language that everybody understood?

     C. He made the people poor.
4)
What did the people do when everything was a mess?
     A. They went away carrying their new languages with them.
       B. They continued all the same.
     С. They blamed the king for the confusion.

3.Answer the following questions to discuss the text.

1) Did the people of Babylonia enjoy working together?
2) How many people began building the Tower?
3) How high was the Tower?
4) How long did it take a man to carry bricks from the ground to the top?
5) What orders did the seventy angels have?
6) Why did people stop talking about the Tower of Heaven?
7) What did they talk about?
8) Why are different languages spoken in different parts of the world?
9) What do you think of having one common international language on the Earth now?
11 - th form.    

LISTENING COMPREHENSION
THE AIVAZOVSKYI PICTURE GALLERY
Have you ever seen any real famous works of art? What were they? Where did you see them? What did you think of them?
Some of you have been to the Crimea and you have probably visited the Aivazovskyi Picture Gallery in Feodosia. Our story is about this museum of seascape painting.
The picture gallery in Feodosia was founded in 1880 by Ivan Aivazovskyi, a prominent Ukrainian painter and patriot of his native land.
Ivan Aivazovskyi was born in Feodosia in 1817. The impressions of childhood determined his dedication to marine painting.
In 1833 Aivazovskyi entered the St Petersburh Academy of Arts. It took him only four years to finish the six-year course. He received a big gold medal and was granted a scholarship for training abroad.
The seascapes of the young painter appeared at the exhibitions in Rome, Paris, London and Amsterdam. Aivazovskyi was awarded a gold medal in France. In Holland he was elected an Academician. It was an important event since Holland is known to be the homeland of the seascape painting. Aivazovskyi came back from abroad a recognized master.
In 1845 the painter settled in Feodosia for good because of his deep affection for the Black Sea and his native city. He took the most active part in the city's life. He created an art studio, opened a library and initiated the construction of the archeological museum. His tireless activities promoted the building of a seaport and a railway to it.
In 1880 to the house where Aivazovskyi lived and worked a large hall was added where his paintings were exhibited. This hall became one of the first picture galleries in Ukraine.
Ivan Aivazovskyi worked till the last day of his life. His words "To live means for me to work" were the motto of his life. The painter died in 1900.
According to Aivazovskyi's will the Picture Gallery became the property of the city of Feodosia.
The gallery started with 49 pictures of the painter. Later the stocks were enlarged with more Aivazovskyi's paintings as well as with pictures by Kuindzhi, Surikov, Repin, Voloshin, Bogaievskyi, Aivazovskyi's grandsons Hansen and Latri.
Among the works especially noteworthy are "Evening in the Crimea. Yalta" (1848), "The Seashore Farewell" (1851), "The Sea" (1853), "The Moonlit Night in the Crimea" (1859), "Amid the Waves" (1898).
The Aivazovskyi Picture Gallery contains mainly a collection of seascrapes. The sea, the waves, the air are depicted with superb skill. The beauty and the might of the sea, the vividness of colours, the courage and the will-power of man before this smashing might of the raging ocean produce an unforgettable impression on the visitors.
Listening Comprehension. The Aivazovskyi Picture Gallery. Activities.
 1. Choose the words from the list to complete the sentence.
Gallery, museum, painter, impression, seascapes
1)  Aivazovskyi is a famous Ukrainian  ___________.
2) The ___
was founded in 1880.
3)  Aivazovskyi was awarded a gold medal for his_______________________________

4) Aivazovskyi initiated the construction of an archeological______________________  in Feodosia.
5) His paintings produce an unforgettable

 2.
Are the statements true or false?
1) I. Aivazovskyi was born in Armenia.
2) According to his will the Gallery became the property of Feodosia.
3) Aivazovskyi was also a sculptor.
4) The Gallery started with 49 paintings.
5) The Gallery exhibits only Aivazovskyi's paintings.
3.
Answer the questions.
1) Where was Aivazovskyi born?

2) Why did he settle in Feodosia? . 

3) What kind of pictures did he paint? 

4) Why do we call Aivazovskyi a patriot? 

5) Would you like to visit the Aivazovskyi Picture Gallery? Why?

Reading Comprehension
ALFRED NOBEL
Alfred Nobel, the great Swedish inventor and industrialist, was a man of many contrasts. He was the son of a bankrupt, but became a millionaire; a scientist with a love of, literature, an industrialist who managed to remain an idealist. He made a fortune but lived a simple life, and although cheerful in company be was often sad in private. A lover of mankind, he never had a wife or family to love him; a patriotic son of his native land, he died alone on foreign soil. He invented a new explosive dynamite, to improve the peacetime industries of mining and road building, but saw it used as a weapon of war to kill and injure his fellow men. During his useful life he often felt he was useless. World famous for his works he was never personally well known, for throughout his life he avoided publicity. "I do not see'" he once said that have deserved any fame and have no taste for it", but since his death his name has brought fame and glory to others.
He was born in Stockholm on October 21, 1833 but moved to Russia with his parents in 1842, where his father, Immanuel, made a strong position for himself in the engineering industry. Immanuel Nobel invented the landmine and made a lot of money from government order for it during the Crimean War, but went bankrupt soon after. Most of the family returned to Sweden in 1859, where Alfred rejoined them in 1863, beginning his own study of explosives in his father's laboratory. He had never been to school or university but studied privately and by the time he was twenty was a skilful chemist and excellent linguist, speaking Swedish, Russian, German, French and English. Like his father, Alfred Nobel was imaginative and inventive, but he had better luck in business and showed more financial sense. He was quick to see industrial openings for his scientific inventions and built up over 80 companies in 20 different countries.  Indeed his greatness lay in his outstanding ability to combine the qualities of an original scientist with those of a forward-looking industrialist.

But Nobel's main concern was never with making money or even making scientific discoveries. Seldom happy, he was always searching for a meaning to life, and from his youth had taken a serious interest in literature and philosophy. Perhaps because he could not find ordinary human love — he never married — he came to care deeply about the whole mankind. He was always generous to the poor «I'd rather take care of the stomachs of the living than the glory of the dead in the form of stone memorials”, he once said. His greatest wish, however, was to see an end to wars, and thus peace between nations, and he spent much time and money working for this cause until his death in Italy in 1896. His famous will, in which he left money to provide prizes for outstanding work in Physics, Chemistry, Physiology, Medicine, Literature and Peace, is a memorial to his interests and ideals. And so, the man who felt he should have died at birth is remembered and respected long after his death.
LISTENING COMPREHENSION

BRAID PITT                                                          Brad Pitt, a Hollywood star, is famous a s a charming man and a talented actor. He has made a lot of films, won 7 awards, got two Oscar nominations. In 1995 and 2000 he was given the title "Sexiest Man Alive". How did he make his way to the top?
William Bradley Pitt is the oldest of three children. He was born on December 18, 1963, in Shawnee, Oklahoma, USA. His mother was a school counsellor and his father worked as a trucking company manager.
His family later moved to Springfield, Missouri, where Brad attended Kickapoo High School. Brad and his younger brother and sister were raised to be respectable, churchgoing people. At school Brad played basketball, tennis, took part in choir, drama and debate team. He was named "Best Dressed" by his classmates. After his high school graduation Brad entered the University of Missouri, where he studied journalism and advertising. Pitt dropped out of college just two weeks before graduating. He hopped in his car and headed for California to become a movie star. Fearful of his parents' reaction, he told them and friends that he was going to Pasadena to study at the Art Center College of Design. He arrived in Los Angeles with $325 in his pocket. His first jobs were handing out cigarette samples, chauffeuring, waiting tables and standing outside a restaurant in a chicken suit. The money from these jobs helped him to pay for acting lessons.
His first break came when he got a role .on "Dallas", a famous TV series. In 1991 Brad appeared in "Thelma and Louise". This film made him a star overnight. A role in a drama "A River Runs Through It" (1992) gave the actor a chance to prove that he was not only a good-looking man, but also a talented actor.
After that his career developed very quickly. He starred with Tom Cruise in "Interview With a Vampire", got his first Oscar nomination and an MTV Award for his role of a mental patient in "Twelve Monkeys" in 1996, played a mountaineer in "Seven Years in Tibet" and was banned from entering China because of this role. In 1998 Brad played Death in a romantic drama "Meet Joe Black", the most expensive non-special effects film.
In 1995 Brad met Gwyneth Paltrow, his co-actor in a film "Seven" and lost his head over this golden girl. Their romance lasted two-and-a-half years. They got engaged and were going to get married, when Gwyneth suddenly broke their relationship.
Pitt married a star Jennifer Aniston in July, 2000.

1.Read the text quickly and answer the following questions:
1) Where did Brad Pitt study?
2) What films has he made?
3) Is he married?
2.Read the text carefully and put the sentences below in the chronological order.
1) Brad Pitt acted in a film together with Tom Cruise.
2) Brad was named "Best Dressed".


3) Brad Pitt got married.


4) Brad played Death. 

5) Brad moved to Missouri with his family.

6) Brad Pitt took acting classes.

3.
Complete the following sentences.
1) Brad Pitt told his parents that he was going to Pasadena to study at the Art Centre College of Design because....
2) He used the money he earned doing different jobs in Los Angeles to....
3) Pitt's role in "A River Runs Through It" proved that....
4) Brad didn't marry Gwyneth Paltrow because....
5) Brad Pitt was banned from entering China because....
4.Work with your partner. Imagine you are Brad Pitt. Talk about your memories and feelings you had while...
...living with your family (in your childhood).
...studying at school.
...doing different jobs in Los Angeles.
...playing in "Dallas".
Reading Comprehension
STANDING  STONES  AND  STRAIGHT  LINES

At Carnac, in Brittany, you can walk for over a kilometre before you reach the end of the eleven rows of great stones. They have stood there for around 6,000 years. Like the Egyptian pyramids, theses stones were put in place by people who understood astronomy. Scientists believe that they were used in watching the moon. The largest number of standing stones is at Carnac, but they can be seen in many other places in Europe: Scotland, Ireland, Corsica, Malta, Spain and Portugal, as well as Germany and Scandinavia. Sometimes they stand alone, sometimes they make circles; and sometimes they were used to build stone rooms where dead bodies were put.
The most famous of these circles is mysterious Stonehenge in Wiltshire, England. The stones stand four times as tall as a man, and the biggest are probably as heavy as fifty tons. People think that Stonehenge was built between 2 800 ВС and 1 400 ВС, and that some of the stones were brought from Wales, more than 300 kilometres away. Again, we ask why.
Most people agree that Stonehenge, like other stone circles, is a religious place. The big stone outside the circle was probably put there to show where the sun first appears on Midsummer's Day (June 21). But there are different ideas about its meaning. Perhaps the shape of the circle together with the shadow of the stone shows the marriage of two gods, of the sky and the earth.
Standing stones and pyramids use lines that we cannot see, but which are related to the earth and the stars. In the 1920s, a man called Alfred Watkins photographed and wrote about straight lines all over the earth, which he called «leys». He thought that they followed old roads that people no longer used, and that they had a religious meaning.
Most of these lines are found in North and South America: in Bolivia, Ohio, California and New Mexico, for example. The most famous are the Nazca lines, in the desert of Peru. Because they are so complex and we can only see them clearly from the air, some people believe that they were made by visitors from other planets. Others believe that they follow lines of magnetic energy. No one knows.
